
Hope Bags for Hope Town 
Madeline Rose Foundation 

 
Objective: 
Provide bags of personal items for men and women entering recovery housing at Hope Town in 
Windham.  (Hopetownohio.org) 
 
Why are “Hope Bags” needed?” 
Most of the men and women entering recovery housing are leaving situations of hardship.  
Many are either leaving prison, homelessness or poverty to seek recovery assistance and 
reintroduction into society and the workforce.   
 
“Hope Town promotes long-term recovery, self-initiative, and increased independence by 
providing resident with access to the resources they need to make lifestyle changes”. Hope 
Town has a relationship with Ohio Means Jobs, PARTA and Hope on Wheels (Hope Town’s 
transportation) to provide residents access to medical, court and job requirements.   
 
When residents leave, they most often do not have the means to take their accumulated 
belongings with them.  Oftentimes, they wrap the items in a bedsheet and fling it over their back 
when they leave. 
 
Why assist Hope Town: 
Portage county lacks affordable recovery housing for our residents.  Hope Town, with the 
support of Windham township residents, leaders and law enforcement, has created an 
environment to support Hope Town residents.   
 
Why is the Madeline Rose Foundation (m-rosefoundation.org) helping Hope Town? 
Aurora residents, Wendy and Matt French, lost their daughter Madeline to the disease of 
addiction in 2020.  In the beginning of 2020, she was struggling with her disease and entered in-
patient recovery habilitation and then transitioned to recovery housing.  She was thriving and 
getting healthy until Covid forced her to return home prematurely and she ultimately relapsed 
and died from her disease.  Seeing how well their daughter healed in recovery housing, their 
foundation’s “primary vision is to establish recovery housing for people.  Providing an 
opportunity to recover from alcohol and drug addiction by providing a safe, stable, sober 
environment to live and learn life skills in order to maintain 12 step-based sobriety throughout 
their lives.”  The foundation is run by Wendy and Matt and 100% of all donation pass to Hope 
Town.  
 
 
 


