
A LIST OF RESOURCES TO TAKE YOUR FAITH HOME 
 
These are more than a few resources I have used or I have had recommended to me by 
others I know and trust. This is by no means an exhaustive list. Because we have a great 
deal of theological diversity and thought, I know that some of these books may not be a 
great fit for everyone, but I think everyone can find something on this list. If you would 
like to discuss any of these resources or any other resources, don’t hesitate to reach out. 
Thanks!  
 

RESOURCES FOR FAMILIES 

Chalice Press (A Disciples of Christ Publishing Company) 
There are several resources for family, children, youth and single Christians. There are 
number of great books to help anyone in their faith development.  
 

To Light Their Way: A Collection of Prayers and Liturgies for Parents, Kayla Craig  
This is a new favorite for me (Pastor Derek). There are so many meaningful prayers 
in this book. It helps find the words when I can’t.  

 

Anything by Traci Smith.  
Jenna has used this resource for our kids. Smith has SO MANY great ideas and 
activities for families to practice faith together. This is one of our favorites.  
 

Parenting Forward: How to Raise Children with Justice, Mercy, & Kindness, Cindy 
Wang Brandt & Rachel Held Evans 
 

Grace-Based Parenting: Set Your Family Free, Tim Kimmel & Max Lucado 
 

Bless This Mess: A Modern Guide to Faith and Parenting in a Chaotic World 
 

Sparkhouse Publishers 
There is something here for everyone. Each year for Easter, we gift our kids a resource 
to build their faith. Sparkhouse has been a wonderful resource for us. They have 
devotions for children, youth, families, and adults.  
 

Illustrated Ministry 
This is a newer resource I stumbled upon recently. I haven’t used anything, but I have 
been very impressed with what I’ve seen offered on their website.  
  



RESOURCES FOR CHILDREN 

Jesus Storybook Bible 
This is our go-to bible for our kids. All the stories point to Jesus. The art is beautiful 
and the stories are simple enough for kids and deep enough for adults. Truly, one of 
my favorites. 
 

Sparkhouse Publishers 
See note above. 
 
Books by Matthew Paul Turner. 
Jenna and I have loved the children’s book by Matthew Paul Turner. The illustrations 
are beautiful, and the way God’s presence is described is accessible to kids and 
meaningful to adults. I have gifted kids being baptized one of his books, and I have 
gifted parents of the kids one of his books. Pat, our Children’s Ministry Director, also 
recommends these books. 
 
The Sparkle Egg & The Sparkle Box, Jill Hardle 
These are fun activity-based books for children. We have done them with our kids, and 
they have enjoyed them. Pat, our Children’s Ministry Director, also recommends these 
books. 
 
Resurrection Eggs 
This is a favorite activity for kids and families for the Lenten season. Have an egg hunt 
every day and share the story of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection.   
 

RESOURCES FOR YOUTH 

Sparkhouse Publishers 
See note above. 
 

Devotion 365 
This is a daily devotion for youth. It’s endorsed by the Presbyterians and the 
Episcopalians.  
 

RESOURCES FOR COUPLES 

Sacred Marriage, Gary Thomas 
Jenna and I used this resource early on in our marriage. While our particular beliefs 
may have grown to a difference place than this author, I still have fond memories of the 
time we spent reading and studying this together.  



 

5 Love Languages, Gary Chapman 
This was a meaningful way to grow in self-understanding and in understanding of one 
another. Learning how each one of us receives love differently has been helpful.  
 

The Zimzum of Love, Rob Bell 
I haven’t read this resource, but I have (personally) appreciated the other works of Rob 
Bell. 
 

The Path Between Us, Suzanne Stabile (based on Enneagram) 
I’m always a fan of the Enneagram. This is the co-author of The Road Back to You, 
which is the book we have offered as a small group.  
 

RESOURCES FOR ADULTS  

Sparkhouse Publishers 
See note above. 
 

Transforming Resources, various authors 
This is a collection of 12 books, many of them written by Ruth Haley Barton. She is an 
author I have come to admire. Some of her writings have literally saved me from 
leaving ministry. I’d highly recommend any of these resources.  
 

Center for Contemplation and Action, Richard Rohr 
This is a daily devotional by Father Richard Rohr, whose work and theology I have 
come to admire.  
 

Jesus Calling, Sarah Young 
This is a daily devotional. It is lighter and accessible to just about anyone. It’s a great 
way to reflect on Jesus in our lives.  
 

Divine Hours, Phyllis Tickle 
These books are based off of the lectionary and liturgical year. This is a contemporary 
spin on the ancient practice of the Daily Office. It provides 3 daily opportunities for 
prayer and scripture reading/reflection.  
 

Imitation of Christ, Thomas a Kempis & Annotated by Paul W. Chilcote 
This is probably one of my favorite resources of all time. It’s updated language and 
notes by Dr. Chilcote (one of my former seminary professors), makes this ancient book 
relevant and accessible for all stages of faith. 
 



Honorable mention (Authors): 
 

David Benner 
Sarah Bessey 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
Barbara Brown-Taylor 
Diana Butler-Bass 
GK Chesterton 
Dorothy Day 
Richard Foster 
Adam Hamilton 
Jen Hatmaker 
Rachel Held-Evans 

Max Lucado 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 
CS Lewis 
Brian McClaren 
Thomas Merton 
Henri Nouwen  
Parker Palmer 
Richard Rohr 
Howard Thurman 
Sanctified Art 

 
Like I said, this is certainly not an exhaustive list of resources. There are hundreds and 
thousands of other books and authors who offer meaningful spiritual leadership. The 
resources I’ve mentioned here are ones that I have experience with or come 
recommended from authors, leaders, pastors whom I trust.  
 
If you have other books or resources you’d like feedback about, please reach out to me.  


